
Relevant Slides Extracted from KDOW’s 

“Field Observation Form for Kentucky Division

Of Water Intensive Stream Surveys for 305(b) Assessment”
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Filamentous algae grows in long 

strands that are typically fully 

submerged and attached at one 

end to the substrate.  It can appear 

bright green, dark green, or brown, 

depending on the growth stage and 

the amount of sediment that has 

settled on its surface.  At times, the 

strands can be very long and seem 

to flow and stretch downstream.  

However, after a heavy rainfall – 

scouring event, the strands can be 

torn away and only small tufts of 

algae may remain attached to the 

substrate
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